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i>f a "transcendental" complexion were advanced. The "Liberal" movement had not entered on its third stage when George Ripley was ordained.
He was no unbeliever, no skeptic, no innovator in matters of opinion or observance, but a quiet student, a scholar, a man of books, a calm, bright-minded, high-souled thinker; believing, hopeful, social, sunny, but absorbed in philosophical pursuits. Well does the writer of these lines recall the vision of a slender figure, wearing in summer the flowing silk robe, in winter the long dark blue cloak, of the profession, walking with measured step from his residence in Howe Place towards the meeting-house in Purchase Street. The face was shaven clean; the brown hair curled in close, crisp ringlets; the face was pale as if with thought ; gold-rimmed spectacles concealed the black eyes; the head was alternately bent and raised. No one could have guessed that the man had in him the fund of humor in which his friends delighted, or the heroism in social reform which, a few years later, amazed the community. He seemed a sober, devoted minister of the gospel, formal, punctilious, ascetic, a trifle forbidding to the stranger. But even then the new thoughts of the age were at work within him.ritual Nature in regard t evening, and kept holv the Lord's Dav.                     G.  B-
